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MUSEUM IDENTIFIES FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH IN ANCIENT VESSEL 


A small stone jar in the collection of The Cleveland Museum of Art 
has recently yielded its ancient secret, one which figures in the tra- 
ditions of the Christmas story. The alabaster jar, a tomb object dating 
from Egypt about 2000 BC, is extremely unusual because it still holds 
its original contents. Using infrared spectroscopy. Museum researchers 
have determined that the substance most closely resembles the resins 
frankincense and myrrh, both mentioned in the Bible as gifts of the 
Magi (Matthew 2;11). Etched vertically on the body of the jar is the 
hieroglyphic inscription "mrht," loosely translated as "perfumed oil." 
"Mrht" has long been known to have had a variety of uses, such as 
medicine, cooking, embalming, and fumigation. The Museum's recent 
analysis is the first time that ancient Egyptian mrht has been tested 
and identified. 
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